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Scottish Parliament 
Thursday 15 January 2026 

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at 09:00] 

Time for Reflection 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): The Official Report is a written record of what was said in 

public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. 
This means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in 
committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This means that repetitions and redundancies are 
omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

Urgent Question 

09:05 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): The next item of business is an urgent question. 

Ardrossan Harbour 
1. Douglas Ross (Highlands and Islands) (Con): To ask the Scottish Government when it last discussed 

the purchase of Ardrossan harbour with Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd. (S6O-05343) 

The Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy (Gillian Martin): The Official Report is a written 
record of what was said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a 
substantially verbatim report. This means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while 
maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

Douglas Ross: The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public meetings of the Scottish 
Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment 
to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the speech.  

Gillian Martin: The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public meetings of the Scottish 
Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment 
to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

Official Report 
2. Evelyn Tweed (Stirling) (SNP): The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public 

meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This 
means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff 
exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

The Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity (Jim Fairlie): The Official Report is a written record of 
what was said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are 
corrected. Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while 
maintaining the flavour of the speech.  

The Lord Advocate: Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, 
Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the Scottish Government’s humanitarian response 
to Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, 
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head of international development; Alice Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, head of 
Asia team, international relations, from the Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the committee. 
Cabinet secretary, would you like to make an opening statement?  

Time for Reflection Speaker: Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the 
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first agenda item is to take evidence from 
the Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus Robertson, along 
with Joanna Keating, head of international development; Alice Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and 
Stuart Adam, head of Asia team, international relations, from the Scottish Government. We welcome you all 
to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to make an opening statement?  

The Lord Advocate (Rt Hon Dorothy Bain KC): The Official Report is a written record of what was said 
in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. 
This means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

Mr Test (Test Organisation): The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public meetings 
of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

The Solicitor General for Scotland (Ruth Charteris KC): The Official Report is a written record of what 
was said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim 
report. This means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official 
Report staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour 
of the speech. 

The Lord Advocate: The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public meetings of the 
Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

The Solicitor General for Scotland: The Official Report is a written record of what was said in public 
meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This 
means that repetitions and redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report staff 
exercise editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

The rest of this Official Report will be published progressively as soon as the text is available. 

 


	Time for Reflection
	Urgent Question
	Ardrossan Harbour
	Official Report


