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Scottish Parliament
Friday 5 December 2025

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at
09:00]

Business Motion

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone):
Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe,
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture on the Scottish  Government’s
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of
international  development;  Alice  Guinan,
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam,
head of Asia team, international relations, from the
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to
make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees to the following revisions to
the programme of business for Tuesday 11 November
2025—

after

followed by Stage 1 Debate: UEFA European
Championship (Scotland) Bill

insert

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Border
Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill — UK Legislation

delete
4.15 pm Decision Time
and insert

4.30 pm Decision Time

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’'s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

Members: No.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the

Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow) Holdings
Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Support for the
Veterans and Armed Forces Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Terminally Il
Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local
Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy,
and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a Just
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Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice
Committee Debate: British Sign Language (Scotland) Act
2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools (Residential
Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform
and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and
Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract (Formation and
Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the
week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take

evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees that Paul O’Kane be
appointed to replace Rhoda Grant as a member of the
Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee.

That the Parliament agrees that Jamie Hepburn be
appointed to replace Ben Macpherson as a member of the
Criminal Justice Committee.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees to the following
revision to the programme of business for Tuesday
25 November 2025—

after

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Children
(Withdrawal from Religious Education and
Amendment of UNCRC Compatibility Duty)
(Scotland) Bill

insert

followed by Non-Domestic Rates (Liability for
Unoccupied Properties) (Scotland) Bill:
Emergency Bill Motion

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’'s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
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all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe,
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture on the Scottish  Government’s
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of
international  development;  Alice  Guinan,
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam,
head of Asia team, international relations, from the
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to
make an opening statement.

09:05
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Lab):

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe,
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and
Culture on the Scottish  Government’s
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of
international  development;  Alice  Guinan,
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam,
head of Asia team, international relations, from the
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to
make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow)
Holdings Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate:
Support for the Veterans and Armed Forces
Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent:
Terminally 1l Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK
Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First
Minister Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic;
Finance and Local Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist
Party Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and
Energy, and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a
Just Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil
Justice Committee Debate: British Sign Language
(Scotland) Act 2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft
(Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools
(Residential Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025
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2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land
Reform and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice
and Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract
(Formation and Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions
in the week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule
13.7.3, after the word “except’ the words “to the
extent to which the Presiding Officer considers that
the questions are on the same or similar subject
matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’'s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow)
Holdings Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate:
Support for the Veterans and Armed Forces
Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent:
Terminally 1l Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK
Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First
Minister Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic;
Finance and Local Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist
Party Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and
Energy, and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a
Just Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil
Justice Committee Debate: British Sign Language
(Scotland) Act 2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions
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followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft
(Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools
(Residential Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land
Reform and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice
and Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract
(Formation and Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions
in the week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule
13.7.3, after the word “except’ the words “to the
extent to which the Presiding Officer considers that
the questions are on the same or similar subject
matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’'s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart

Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow) Holdings
Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Support for the
Veterans and Armed Forces Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Terminally Il
Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local
Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy,
and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a Just
Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice
Committee Debate: British Sign Language (Scotland) Act
2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025
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2.00 pm Time for Reflection
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools (Residential
Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform
and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and
Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract (Formation and
Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the
week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,

from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement? At this point |
will insert a business motion before “The Presiding
Officer”

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow)
Holdings Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate:
Support for the Veterans and Armed Forces
Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent:
Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK
Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First
Minister Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic;
Finance and Local Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist
Party Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and
Energy, and Transport
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followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a
Just Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil
Justice Committee Debate: British Sign Language
(Scotland) Act 2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft
(Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools
(Residential Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land
Reform and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice
and Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract
(Formation and Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions
in the week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule
13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the
extent to which the Presiding Officer considers that
the questions are on the same or similar subject
matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow) Holdings
Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Support for the
Veterans and Armed Forces Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Terminally Il
Adults (End of Life) Bill - UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.30 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local
Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 11 December 2025
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11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy,
and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a Just
Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice
Committee Debate: British Sign Language (Scotland) Act
2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools (Residential
Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform
and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and
Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract (Formation and
Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the
week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees—

(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 9 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

EXTRA TEXT ADDED TO MOTION
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Public Audit Committee Debate: The
2023/24 Audit of Ferguson Marine (Port Glasgow) Holdings
Limited

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Support for the
Veterans and Armed Forces Community in Scotland

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Terminally lll
Adults (End of Life) Bill — UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
DELETION MADE

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 10 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local
Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
Business

followed by Business Motions
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
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Thursday 11 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy,
and Transport

followed by Ministerial Statement: Progressing a Just
Transition at Grangemouth

followed by Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice
Committee Debate: British Sign Language (Scotland) Act
2015 Inquiry

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 16 December 2025

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Dog Theft (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Schools (Residential
Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
6.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business
Wednesday 17 December 2025

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform
and Islands; Health and Social Care

followed by Committee Business

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 18 December 2025

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

12.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and
Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Contract (Formation and
Remedies) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.40 pm Decision Time
followed by Members’ Business

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the
week beginning 8 December 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the
word “except’ the words “to the extent to which the
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted.

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees to the following
revision to the programme of business for Tuesday
25 November 2025—

after

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Children
(Withdrawal from Religious Education and
Amendment of UNCRC Compatibility Duty)
(Scotland) Bill

insert

followed by Non-Domestic Rates (Liability for
Unoccupied Properties) (Scotland) Bill:
Emergency Bill Motion

The Presiding Officer: Good morning, and a
warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the
Scottish Government’'s humanitarian response to
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna
Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations,
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you
like to make an opening statement?

That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to

the programme of business for Tuesday 25 November
2025—

after

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Children (Withdrawal from
Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC
Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill
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insert

followed by Non-Domestic Rates (Liability for
Unoccupied Properties) (Scotland) Bill: Emergency Bill
Motion

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th meeting
in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and
Culture Committee. Our first agenda item is to take
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Constitution,
External Affairs and Culture on the Scottish Government's
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in the room
by the cabinet secretary, Angus Robertson, along with
Joanna Keating, head of international development; Alice
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam,
head of Asia team, international relations, from the Scottish
Government. We welcome you all to the committee.
Cabinet secretary, would you like to make an opening
statement?

Meeting closed at 00:00.
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