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Scottish Parliament 
Tuesday 25 November 2025 

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at 
14:30] 

Child Poverty 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

The Deputy Presiding Officer (Liam 
McArthur):  

The Deputy Presiding Officer (Annabelle 
Ewing):  

To make your document look professionally 
produced, Word provides header, footer, cover 
page, and text box designs that complement each 
other. For example, you can add a matching cover 
page, header, and sidebar. Click Insert and then 
choose the elements you want from the different 
galleries. 

Themes and styles also help keep your 
document coordinated. When you click Design 
and choose a new Theme, the pictures, charts, 
and SmartArt graphics change to match your new 
theme. When you apply styles, your headings 
change to match the new theme. 

 

14:31 
The First Minister (John Swinney): The 

Official Report is a written record of what was said 
in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and 
in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

I move, 

That the Parliament opposes the development of the 
Rosebank oil and gas field. 

14:32 
Russell Findlay (West Scotland) (Con): The 

Official Report is a written record of what was said 
in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and 
in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

That the Parliament agrees to the following 
revisions to the programme of business for 
Tuesday 11 November 2025— 

That the Parliament agrees, for the purposes of 
consideration of the supplementary legislative consent 
memorandum on the Border Security, Asylum and 
Immigration Bill, Rule 9B.3.5 of Standing Orders is 
suspended. 

That the Parliament agrees— 

(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 11 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Ministerial Statement: Wildfire Summit 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: UEFA European 
Championship (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

4.15 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 12 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Constitution, External 
Affairs and Culture, and Parliamentary Business; Justice 
and Home Affairs 

followed by Scottish Green Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 13 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 
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followed by Members’ Business 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Winter Preparedness 
and National Planning Priorities for Health and Social Care 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Scottish Parliament (Recall 
and Removal of Members) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 18 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 19 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister 
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local 
Government 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 20 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy, 
and Transport 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Community Wealth Building 
(Scotland) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Community Wealth 
Building (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the 
week beginning 10 November 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the 
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 

Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the 
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted. 

That the Parliament agrees that the Regulation of Care 
(Child Contact Services) (Scotland) Order 2025 [draft] be 
approved. 

That the Parliament recognises that October 2025 is 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month; welcomes the raising of 
awareness of secondary (metastatic) breast cancer, which, 
it understands, is an incurable disease that affects an 
estimated 61,000 people across the UK, including around 
4,000 in Scotland; acknowledges that this condition occurs 
when cancer cells spread from the breast to other parts of 
the body; understands that it is one of the leading causes 
of death among women under 50 in the UK; believes with 
concern that many people are unaware of the condition and 
its symptoms, and that misconceptions persist around its 
nature and terminology; understands that Public Health 
Scotland does not currently collect comprehensive data on 
metastatic cancer, particularly in cases where it is a 
recurrence of primary breast cancer; notes commitments 
made in the Scottish Government’s 2016 strategy, Beating 
Cancer: Ambition and Action, and the 2023-2026 Cancer 
Action Plan, to progress data collection; further notes calls 
from charities such as Make 2nds Count and Breast Cancer 
Now for improved national data collection, better access to 
specialist care and increased investment in research and 
support services; commends the work of these 
organisations in supporting patients and families, raising 
awareness and advocating for change, and notes requests 
for the Scottish Government to ensure that the commitment 
to improve data collection on metastatic cancers is fulfilled 
by March 2026, and that people living with the condition are 
better supported, counted and empowered. 

That the Parliament notes the reported ongoing 
challenges faced by rural communities, including those in 
Stranraer, Wigtownshire and across Dumfries and 
Galloway, in accessing timely and high-quality healthcare; 
believes that people in these areas often experience longer 
waits for GP appointments, hospital treatment and 
emergency services, compared with the national average; 
expresses particular concern about the reported current 
shortage of GPs in Wigtownshire, which is placing 
additional strain on practices and impacting patient care; 
acknowledges the additional pressures on NHS boards and 
staff in delivering care across large geographic areas; notes 
the view that every person, regardless of where they live, 
should have equal access to essential health services; 
further notes the calls on the Scottish Government to set 
out clear plans to tackle rural health inequalities, including 
measures to recruit and retain healthcare professionals, 
including what it sees as much-needed midwives and 
dentists, address GP shortages, improve ambulance 
response times and expand diagnostic and treatment 
capacity in Galloway Community Hospital and other 
community health hubs, and notes the calls for both an 
increased provision of community beds and step-down 
facilities to reduce delayed discharge and enable care 
closer to home, and for the Scottish Government to work 
with communities to ensure that future health policy reflects 
the needs of rural Scotland. 
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Decision Time 

14:34 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

The Official Report is a written record of what was 
said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament 
and in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

That the Parliament agrees— 

(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 18 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Supporting 
Scotland’s Fishing Industry 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 19 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister 
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local 
Government 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 20 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy, 
and Transport 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Community Wealth Building 
(Scotland) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Community Wealth 
Building (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Publication of UK 

Covid-19 Inquiry Module 2ABC Report 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 25 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Children (Withdrawal from 
Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC 
Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 26 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform 
and Islands; Health and Social Care 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 27 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.15 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.15 pm Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
Questions 

followed by Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and 
Housing 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the 
week beginning 17 November 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the 
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the 
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted. 

That the Parliament agrees that Gordon MacDonald be 
appointed as the Scottish National Party substitute on the 
Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee. 

That the Parliament agrees to the following revisions to 
the programme of business for Tuesday 11 November 
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2025— 

after  

followed by Stage 1 Debate: UEFA European 
Championship (Scotland) Bill 

insert 

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent: Border 
Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill – UK Legislation 

delete 

4.15 pm Decision Time 

and insert  

4.30 pm Decision Time 

That the Parliament notes Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month, which takes place every November, and World 
Pancreatic Cancer Day 2025, which falls on 20 November; 
believes that, for decades, pancreatic cancer has been left 
behind; understands that it receives just 3% of the UK 
cancer research budget; considers that an increase in long-
term investment in such research could transform 
persistent low survival rates; notes the view that there is an 
urgent need to improve early diagnosis and outcomes for 
people affected by the condition; considers that extremely 
low survival rates in Scotland exist largely due to late-stage 
diagnosis and limited access to robust diagnostics and 
treatment resources; notes calls for further action to ensure 
that people at higher risk of cancer are identified earlier and 
consistently across the country; further notes the view that 
both the development of a centralised, nationwide case-
finding programme is necessary to proactively identify high-
risk people across multiple cancer types and that it is vital 
to ensure that the provisions of the Rare Cancers Bill are 
fully implemented, including the development of a national 
prospective observational cohort study for rare and less 
survivable cancers to support ongoing research; 
commends all of the charities and activist organisations, 
and their dedicated supporters, on what it sees as their 
relentless efforts to improve outcomes for people with this 
condition, and wishes everyone involved with Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month and World Pancreatic Cancer 
Day every success in raising awareness of this devastating 
disease. 

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 
The Official Report is a written record of what was 
said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament 
and in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

That the Parliament agrees— 

(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 18 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Supporting 
Scotland’s Fishing Industry 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 19 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister 
Responsibilities, Economy and Gaelic; Finance and Local 
Government 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 20 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Climate Action and Energy, 
and Transport 

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Community Wealth Building 
(Scotland) Bill 

followed by Financial Resolution: Community Wealth 
Building (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Publication of UK 
Covid-19 Inquiry Module 2ABC Report 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 25 November 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions  

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Children (Withdrawal from 
Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC 
Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 26 November 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform 
and Islands; Health and Social Care 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 
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Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 27 November 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.15 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.15 pm Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
Questions 

followed by Portfolio Questions: Social Justice and 
Housing 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the 
week beginning 17 November 2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the 
word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the 
same or similar subject matter or” are inserted. 

 

Meeting closed at 14:40.



 

 

This is the final edition of the Official Report of this meeting. It is part of the Scottish Parliament Official Report archive 
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